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CALIFORNIA EXISTING BUILDING CODE – MATRIX ADOPTION TABLE
CHAPTER 1 – SCOPE AND ADMINISTRATION

(Matrix Adoption Tables are non-regulatory, intended only as an aid to the user. 
See Chapter 1 for state agency authority and building applications.)

(continued)

Adopting Agency BSC BSC-
CG SFM

HCD DSA OSHPD
BSCC DPH AGR DWR CEC CA SL SLC

1 2 1/AC AC SS SS/CC 1 2 3 4

Adopt Entire Chapter 

Adopt Entire Chapter as 
amended (amended sections 
listed below)

Adopt only those sections that 
are listed below X X X X X X X

Chapter / Section

Division I – California 
Administration

1.1 X X X X X X X

1.2 X

1.3

1.4

1.5 (Reserved)

1.6

1.7

1.8 X X X

1.9.1 X

1.9.1.1 X

1.9.2 X X

1.9.2.1 X

1.9.2.2 X

1.11 X

Division II – Scope and 
Administration

102.1 X X

102.2 X X

102.3 X X

102.4 X X

102.5 X X

104.9 X X

104.10 X X

104.11 X X

105.1 X

105.2 Building: 1-6 X X

105.2.1 – 105.2.2 X

105.3 – 105.3.1 X

105.4 X

105.6 – 105.7 X

106.1 X X X X

106.1-106.3 X

106.2.1 X X

106.2.4 X X

106.2.5 X X

JANUARY 1, 2017 ERRATA
BUFF



2 2016 CALIFORNIA EXISTING BUILDING CODEJANUARY 1, 2017 ERRATA
BUFF

CALIFORNIA EXISTING BUILDING CODE – MATRIX ADOPTION TABLE
CHAPTER 1 – SCOPE AND ADMINISTRATION—continued

The state agency does not adopt sections identified with the following symbol: †

The Office of the State Fire Marshal’s adoption of this chapter or individual sections is applicable to structures regulated by other state agencies pursuant to 
Section 1.11.
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CHAPTER 1

SCOPE AND ADMINISTRATION

DIVISION I
CALIFORNIA ADMINISTRATION

SECTION 1.1
GENERAL

1.1.1 Title. These regulations shall be known as the Califor-
nia Existing Building Code, may be cited as such and will be
referred to herein as “this code.” The California Existing
Building Code is Part 10 of thirteen parts of the official com-
pilation and publication of the adoption, amendment and
repeal of building regulations to the California Code of Reg-
ulations, Title 24, also referred to as the California Building
Standards Code. This part incorporates by adoption the 2015
International Existing Building Code of the International
Code Council with necessary California amendments.

1.1.2 Purpose. The purpose of this code is to establish the mini-
mum requirements to safeguard the public health, safety and
general welfare through structural strength, means of egress
facilities, stability, access to persons with disabilities, sanita-
tion, adequate lighting and ventilation and energy conserva-
tion; safety to life and property from fire and other hazards
attributed to the built environment; and to provide safety to fire
fighters and emergency responders during emergency opera-
tions.

1.1.3 Scope. The provisions of this code shall apply to the
construction, alteration, movement, enlargement, replace-
ment, repair, equipment, use and occupancy, location, main-
tenance, removal and demolition of every building or
structure or any appurtenances connected or attached to
such buildings or structures throughout the State of Califor-
nia.  [HCD 1 & 2] The provisions of this code shall apply to
repair, alteration, change of occupancy, addition to and relo-
cation of every existing building or structure or any appurte-
nances connected or attached to such buildings or structures
throughout the State of California. 

1.1.3.1 Nonstate-regulated buildings, structures and
applications. Except as modified by local ordinance pur-
suant to Section 1.1.8, the following standards in the Cali-
fornia Code of Regulations, Title 24, Parts 2, 2.5, 3, 4, 5,
6, 9, 10 and 11 shall apply to all occupancies and applica-
tions not regulated by a state agency.

1.1.3.2 State-regulated buildings, structures and applica-
tions. The model code, state amendments to the model
code, and/or state amendments where there are no rele-
vant model code provisions shall apply to the following
buildings, structures, and applications regulated by state
agencies as specified in Sections 1.2 through 1.14, except
where modified by local ordinance pursuant to Section
1.1.8. When adopted by a state agency, the provisions of
this code shall be enforced by the appropriate enforcing
agency, but only to the extent of authority granted to such
agency by the state legislature.

Note: See “How to Distinguish Between Model Code
Language and  California Amendments” in the front of
the code.

1. State-owned buildings, including buildings con-
structed by the Trustees of the California State
University, and to the extent permitted by Califor-
nia laws, buildings designed and constructed by
the Regents of the University of California, and
regulated by the Building Standards Commission.
See Section 1.2 for additional scope provisions.

2. Section 1.3 is reserved for the Board of State
Community Corrections.

3. Section 1.4 is reserved for the Department of
Consumer Affairs. 

4. Section 1.5 is reserved for the California Energy
Commission. 

5. Section 1.6 is reserved for the Department of
Food and Agriculture.

6. Section 1.7 is reserved for the Department of
Public Health.

7. Hotels, motels, lodging houses, apartments,
dwellings, dormitories, condominiums, shelters
for homeless persons, congregate residences,
employee housing, factory-built housing and
other types of dwellings containing sleeping
accommodations with or without common toilets
or cooking facilities. See Section 1.8.2.1.1 for
additional scope provisions.

8. Accommodations for persons with disabilities in
buildings containing newly constructed covered
multifamily dwellings, new common use areas
serving existing covered multifamily dwellings,
additions to existing buildings where the addition
alone meets the definition of covered multifamily
dwelling, and new common-use areas serving
new covered multifamily dwellings, which are
regulated by the Department of Housing and
Community Development. See Section 1.8.2.1.2
for additional scope provisions.

9. Permanent buildings and permanent accessory
buildings or structures constructed within
mobilehome parks and special occupancy parks
regulated by the Department of Housing and
Community Development. See Section 1.8.2.1.3
for additional scope provisions.

10. Accommodations for persons with disabilities
regulated by the Division of the State Architect.
See Section 1.9.1 for additional scope provisions.

11. Public elementary and secondary schools, com-
munity college buildings and state-owned or
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state-leased essential service buildings regulated
by the Division of the State Architect. See Section
1.9.2 for additional scope provisions.

12. Qualified historical buildings and structures and
their associated sites regulated by the State His-
torical Building Safety Board with the Division of
the State Architect. 

13. General acute care hospitals, acute psychiatric
hospitals, skilled nursing and/or intermediate
care facilities, clinics licensed by the Department
of Public Health and correctional treatment cen-
ters regulated by the Office of Statewide Health
Planning and Development. See Section 1.10 for
additional scope provisions.

14. Applications regulated by the Office of the State
Fire Marshal include, but are not limited to, the
following in accordance with Section 1.11:

14.1. Buildings or structures used or intended
for use as an:

1. Asylum, jail, prison

2. Mental hospital, hospital, home for the
elderly, children's nursery, children's
home or institution, school or any sim-
ilar occupancy of any capacity

3. Theater, dancehall, skating rink, audi-
torium, assembly hall, meeting hall,
nightclub, fair building or similar
place of assemblage where 50 or more
persons may gather together in a
building, room or structure for the
purpose of amusement, entertainment,
instruction, deliberation, worship,
drinking or dining, awaiting transpor-
tation, or education

4. Small family day-care homes, large
family day-care homes, residential
facilities and residential facilities for
the elderly, residential care facilities

5. State institutions or other state-owned
or state-occupied buildings

6. High rise structures

7. Motion picture production studios

8. Organized camps

9. Residential structures

14.2. Tents, awnings or other fabric enclosures
used in connection with any occupancy

14.3. Fire alarm devices, equipment and sys-
tems in connection with any occupancy

14.4. Hazardous materials, flammable and
combustible liquids

14.5. Public school automatic fire detection,
alarm and sprinkler systems

14.6. Wildland-urban interface fire areas

15. Section 1.12 is reserved for the State Librarian.

16. Section 1.13 is reserved for the Department of
Water Resources.

17. For applications listed in Section 1.9.1 regulated
by the Division of the State Architect-Access
Compliance, outdoor environments and uses
shall be classified according to accessibility uses
described in Chapter 11B contained in the Cali-
fornia Building Code. 

18. Section 1.14 is reserved for the California State
Lands Commission.

1.1.4 Appendices. Provisions contained in the appendices of
this code shall not apply unless specifically adopted by a
state agency or adopted by a local enforcing agency in com-
pliance with Health and Safety Code Section 18901 et seq. for
Building Standards Law, Health and Safety Code Section
17950 for State Housing Law and Health and Safety Code
Section 13869.7 for Fire Protection Districts. See Section
1.1.8 of this code.

1.1.5 Referenced codes. The codes, standards and publica-
tions adopted and set forth in this code, including other
codes, standards and publications referred to therein are, by
title and date of publication, hereby adopted as standard ref-
erence documents of this code. When this code does not spe-
cifically cover any subject related to building design and
construction, recognized architectural or engineering prac-
tices shall be employed. The National Fire Codes, standards,
and the Fire Protection Handbook of the National Fire Pro-
tection Association are permitted to be used as authoritative
guides in determining recognized fire prevention engineering
practices.

1.1.6 Nonbuilding standards, orders and regulations.
Requirements contained in the California Existing Building
Code, or in any other referenced standard, code or document,
which are not building standards as defined in Health and
Safety Code Section 18909, shall not be construed as part of
the provisions of this code. For nonbuilding standards,
orders and regulations, see other titles of the California Code
of Regulations.

1.1.7 Order of precedence and use.

1.1.7.1 Differences. In the event of any differences
between these building standards and the standard refer-
ence documents, the text of these building standards shall
govern.

1.1.7.2 Specific provisions. Where a specific provision
varies from a general provision, the specific provision
shall apply.

1.1.7.3 Conflicts. When the requirements of this code con-
flict with the requirements of any other part of the Califor-
nia Building Standards Code, Title 24 the most restrictive
requirements shall prevail.
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1.8.7.3 Department of Housing and Community Develop-
ment. The Department of Housing and Community Develop-
ment may approve alternates for use in the erection,
construction, reconstruction, movement, enlargement, con-
version, alteration, repair, removal or demolition of apart-
ments, condominiums, hotels, motels, lodging houses,
dwellings or an accessory thereto and permanent buildings in
mobilehome parks and special occupancy parks. The consid-
eration and approval of alternates shall comply with the fol-
lowing:

1. The department may require tests at the expense of the
owner or owner’s agent to substantiate compliance
with the California Building Standards Code.

2. The approved alternate shall, for its intended purpose,
be at least equivalent in performance and safety to the
materials, designs, tests or methods of construction
prescribed by this code.

SECTION 1.8.8
APPEALS BOARD

1.8.8.1 General. Every city, county, or city and county shall
establish a process to hear and decide appeals of orders,
decisions and determinations made by the enforcing agency
relative to the application and interpretation of this code and
other regulations governing construction, use, maintenance
and change of occupancy. The governing body of any city,
county, or city and county may establish a local appeals
board and a housing appeals board to serve this purpose.
Members of the appeals board(s) shall not be employees of
the enforcing agency and shall be knowledgeable in the
applicable building codes, regulations and ordinances as
determined by the governing body of the city, county, or city
and county.

Where no such appeals boards or agencies have been
established, the governing body of the city, county, or city
and county shall serve as the local appeals board or housing
appeals board as specified in California Health and Safety
Code Sections 17920.5 and 17920.6.

1.8.8.2 Definitions. The following terms shall for the pur-
poses of this section have the meaning shown.

HOUSING APPEALS BOARD. The board or agency of a
city, county, or city and county which is authorized by the
governing body of the city, county, or city and county to
hear appeals regarding the requirements of the city,
county, or city and county relating to the use, maintenance
and change of occupancy of buildings and structures,
including requirements governing alteration, additions,
repair, demolition and moving. In any area in which there
is no such board or agency, “Housing appeals board”
means the local appeals board having jurisdiction over the
area.

LOCAL APPEALS BOARD. The board or agency of a
city, county, or city and county which is authorized by the
governing body of the city, county, or city and county to
hear appeals regarding the building requirements of the
city, county, or city and county. In any area in which there
is no such board or agency, “Local appeals board” means

the governing body of the city, county, or city and county
having jurisdiction over the area.

1.8.8.3 Appeals. Except as otherwise provided in law, any
person, firm or corporation adversely affected by a decision,
order or determination by a city, county, or city and county
relating to the application of building standards published in
the California Building Standards Code, or any other appli-
cable rule or regulation adopted by the Department of Hous-
ing and Community Development, or any lawfully enacted
ordinance by a city, county, or city and county, may appeal
the issue for resolution to the local appeals board or housing
appeals board as appropriate.

The local appeals board shall hear appeals relating to
new building construction and the housing appeals board
shall hear appeals relating to existing buildings.

SECTION 1.8.9
UNSAFE BUILDINGS OR STRUCTURES

1.8.9.1 Authority to enforce. Subject to other provisions of
law, the administration, enforcement, actions, proceedings,
abatement, violations and penalties for unsafe buildings and
structures are contained in the following statutes and regula-
tions:

1. For applications subject to the State Housing Law as
referenced in Section 1.8.3.2.1 of this code, refer to
Health and Safety Code, Division 13, Part 1.5, com-
mencing with Section 17910 and California Code of
Regulations, Title 25, Division 1, Chapter 1, Subchap-
ter 1, commencing with Section 1.

2. For applications subject to the Mobilehome Parks Act
as referenced in Section 1.8.3.2.2 of this code, refer to
Health and Safety Code, Division 13, Part 2.1, com-
mencing with Section 18200 and California Code of
Regulations, Title 25, Division 1, Chapter 2, commenc-
ing with Section 1000.

3. For applications subject to the Special Occupancy
Parks Act as referenced in Section 1.8.3.2.3 of this
code, refer to Health and Safety Code, Division 13,
Part 2.3, commencing with Section 18860 and Califor-
nia Code of Regulations, Title 25, Division 1, Chapter
2.2, commencing with Section 2000.

4. For applications subject to the Employee Housing Act
as referenced in Section 1.8.3.2.4 of this code, refer to
Health and Safety Code, Division 13, Part 1, commenc-
ing with Section 17000 and California Code of Regula-
tions, Title 25, Division 1, Chapter 1, Subchapter 3,
commencing with Section 600.

5. For applications subject to the Factory-Built Housing
Law as referenced in Section 1.8.3.2.5 of this code,
refer to Health and Safety Code, Division 13, Part 6,
commencing with Section 19960 and California Code
of Regulations, Title 25, Division 1, Chapter 3, Sub-
chapter 1, commencing with Section 3000.

1.8.9.2 Actions and proceedings. Subject to other provisions
of law, punishments, penalties and fines for violations of
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building standards are contained in the following statutes
and regulations:

1. For applications subject to the State Housing Law as
referenced in Section 1.8.3.2.1 of this code, refer to
Health and Safety Code, Division 13, Part 1.5, com-
mencing with Section 17910 and California Code of
Regulations, Title 25, Division 1, Chapter 1, Subchap-
ter 1, commencing with Section 1.

2. For applications subject to the Mobilehome Parks Act
as referenced in Section 1.8.3.2.2 of this code, refer to
Health and Safety Code, Division 13, Part 2.1, com-
mencing with Section 18200 and California Code of
Regulations, Title 25, Division 1, Chapter 2, commenc-
ing with Section 1000.

3. For applications subject to the Special Occupancy
Parks Act as referenced in Section 1.8.3.2.3 of this
code, refer to Health and Safety Code, Division 13,
Part 2.3, commencing with Section 18860 and Califor-
nia Code of Regulations, Title 25, Division 1, Chapter
2.2, commencing with Section 2000.

4. For applications subject to the Employee Housing Act
as referenced in Section 1.8.3.2.4 of this code, refer to
Health and Safety Code, Division 13, Part 1, commenc-
ing with Section 17000 and California Code of Regula-
tions, Title 25, Division 1, Chapter 1, Subchapter 3,
commencing with Section 600.

5. For applications subject to the Factory-Built Housing
Law as referenced in Section 1.8.3.2.5 of this code,
refer to Health and Safety Code, Division 13, Part 6,
commencing with Section 19960 and California Code
of Regulations, Title 25, Division 1, Chapter 3, Sub-
chapter 1, commencing with Section 3000.

SECTION 1.8.10
OTHER BUILDING REGULATIONS

1.8.10.1 Existing structures. Notwithstanding other provi-
sions of law, the replacement, retention, and extension of
original materials and the use of original methods of con-
struction for any existing building or accessory structure, or
portions thereof, shall be permitted in accordance with the
provisions of this code as adopted by the Department of
Housing and Community Development. For additional infor-
mation, see California Health and Safety Code, Sections
17912, 17920.3, 17922 and 17958.8.

1.8.10.2 Moved structures. Subject to the requirements of
California Health and Safety Code Sections 17922, 17922.3
and 17958.9, local ordinances or regulations relating to a
moved residential building or accessory structure thereto,
shall permit the replacement, retention, and extension of
original materials and the use of original methods of con-
struction so long as the structure does not become or con-
tinue to be a substandard building.

SECTION 1.9
DIVISION OF THE STATE ARCHITECT

1.9.1 Division of the State Architect-Access Compliance.

Buildings or facilities where accessibility is required for
applications listed in California Code of Regulations, Title
24, Part 2 (California Building Code), Chapter 1, Section
1.9.1 regulated by the Division of the State Architect–Access
Compliance shall comply with Title 24, Part 2, Chapter 11A
or 11B, as applicable under authority cited by CA Govern-
ment Code Section 4450 and in reference cited by CA Gov-
ernment Code Sections 4450 through 4461, 12955.1(c), and
CA Health and Safety Code Sections 18949.1, 19952 through
19959.

1.9.1.1 Adopting agency identification. Division of the
State Architect-Access Compliance amendments in this
code appear preceded with the acronym [DSA-AC].

1.9.2 Division of the State Architect-Structural Safety. 

1.9.2.1 DSA-SS Division of the State Architect-Struc-
tural Safety. 

Application-Public elementary and secondary schools,
community colleges and state-owned or state-leased
essential services buildings. 

Enforcing agency-The Division of the State Archi-
tect—Structural Safety [DSA-SS] has been delegated
the responsibility and authority by the Department of
General Services to review and approve the design and
observe the construction of public elementary and sec-
ondary schools, community colleges and state-owned
or state-leased essential services buildings.

Authority cited-Education Code Section 17310 and
81142 and Health and Safety Code Section 16022. 

Reference-Education Code Sections 17280 through
17317, and 81130 through 81147 and Health and
Safety Code Sections 16000 through 16023.

1.9.2.1.1 Applicable administrative standards.

1. Title 24, Part 1, California Code of Regulations:

1.1. Sections 4-301 through 4-355, Group 1,
Chapter 4, for public elementary and sec-
ondary schools and community colleges.

1.2. Sections 4-201 through 4-249, Chapter 4,
for state-owned or state-leased essential
services buildings.

2. Title 24, Part 2, California Code of Regulations:
[applies to public elementary and secondary
schools, community colleges and state-owned or
state-leased essential services building(s)]:

2.1. Sections 1.1 and 1.9.2.1 of Chapter 1, Divi-
sion I.

2.2. Sections 102.1, 102.2, 102.3, 102.4, 102.5,
104.9, 104.10, 104.11, and 106.1 of Chap-
ter 1, Division II.

>
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TABLE 316.7(1)
EXEMPT AMOUNTS OF HAZARDOUS MATERIALS, LIQUIDS AND CHEMICALS

PRESENTING A PHYSICAL HAZARD BASIC QUANTITIES PER LABORATORY SUITE1

When two units are given, values within parentheses are in cubic feet (cu. ft) or pounds (lb)

1. A laboratory suite is a space up to 10,000 square feet (929 m2) bounded by not less than a one-hour fire-resistive occupancy separation within which the
exempt amounts of hazardous materials may be stored, dispensed, handled or used. Up through the third floor and down through the first basement floor, the
quantity in this table shall apply. Fourth, fifth and sixth floors and the second and third basement floor level quantity shall be reduced to 75 percent of this
table. The seventh through 10th floor and below the third basement floor level quantity shall be reduced to 50 percent of this table.

2. Quantities may be increased 100 percent when stored in approved exhausted gas cabinets, exhausted enclosures or fume hoods.

CONDITION STORAGE USE CLOSED SYSTEMS USE OPEN SYSTEMS

MATERIAL CLASS
Solid 

Pounds
(cu. ft)

Liquid 
Gallons 

(lb)

Gas
(cu. ft)

Solid 
Pounds
(cu. ft)

Liquid 
Gallons 

(lb)

Gas
(cu. ft)

Solid 
Pounds
(cu. ft)

Liquid 
Gallons 

(lb)

Gas
(cu. ft)

1.1 Combustible liquid

II — 1202 — — 120 — 30 —

II-A — 3302 — — 330 — 80 —

III-B — 13,2002 — — 13,200 — 3,300 —

1.2 Combustible dust lbs./1000 cu. ft. 1 — — 1 — — 1 — —

1.3 Combustible fiber 
        (loose)
        (baled)

(100)
(1,000)

—
—

—
—

(100)
(1,000)

—
—

—
—

(20)
(200)

—
—

—
—

1.4 Cryogenic, flammable or oxidizing 45 — 45 — 10 —

2.1 Explosives 12 (1)2 — 1/4 (1/4) — 1/4 (1/4) —

3.1 Flammable solid 1252 — — 25 — — 25 — —

3.2. Flammable gas
         (gaseous)
         (liquefied)

—
—

—
152

7502

—
—
—

—
152

7502

—
—
—

—
—

—
—

3.3 Flammable liquid Combination 
I-A, I-B, I-C

I-A — 302 — — 30 — — 10 —

I-B — 602 — — 60 — — 15 —

I-C — 902 — — 90 — — 20 —

— 1202 — — 120 — — 30 —

4.1 Organic peroxide, unclassified 
detonatable

12 (1)2 — 1/4 (1/4) — 1/4 (1/4) —

4.2 Organic peroxide

I 52 (5)2 — (1) (1) — 1 1 —

II 502 (50)2 — 50 (50) — 10 (10) —

III 1252 (125)2 — 125 (125) — 25 (25) —

IV 500 (500) — 500 (500) — 100 (100) —

V N.L. N.L. — N.L. N.L. — N.L. N.L. —

4.3 Oxidizer

4 12 (1)2 — 1/4
2 (1/4) — 1/4 (1/4) —

3 102 (10)2 — 2 (2) — 2 (2) —

2 2502 (250)2 — 50 (250) — 50 (50) —

1 1,0002 (1,000)2 — 1,000 (1,000) — 200 (200) —

4.4 Oxidizer.Gas 
        (gaseous) 
       (liquefied)

—
—

—
152

1,5002

—
—
—

—
152

1,5002

—
—
—

—
—

—
—

5.1 Pyrophoric 42 (4)2 502 1 (1) 102 0 0 0

6.1 Unstable (reactive)

4 12 (1)2 102 1/4 (1/4) 22 1/4 (1/4) 0

3 52 (5)2 502 1 (1) 102 1 (1) 0

2 502 (50)2 2502 50 (50) 2502 10 (10) 0

1 1252 (125)2 7502 125 (125) 7502 25 (25) 0

7.1 Water (reactive)

3 52 (5)2 — 5 (5) — 1 (1) —

2 502 (50)2 — 50 (50) — 10 (10) —

1 1252 (125)2 — 125 (125)2 — 25 (25) —
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SECTION 317
EARTHQUAKE EVALUATION AND DESIGN
FOR RETROFIT OF EXISTING BUILDINGS

317.1 Purpose.

317.1.1 Existing state-owned structures. [BSC] The pro-
visions of Sections 317 through 322 establish minimum
standards for earthquake evaluation and design for retro-
fit of existing state-owned structures, including buildings
owned by the University of California and the California
State University. 

The provisions of Sections 317 through 323 may be
adopted by a local jurisdiction for earthquake evaluation
and design for retrofit of existing buildings.

317.1.2 Public school buildings. [DSA-SS] The provi-
sions of Sections 317 through 323 establish minimum
standards for earthquake evaluation and design for the
rehabilitation of existing buildings for use as public
school buildings under the jurisdiction of the Division of
the State Architect-Structural Safety [DSA-SS], refer to
Section 1.9.2.1. 

The provisions of Section 317 through 323 also estab-
lish minimum standards for earthquake evaluation and
design for rehabilitation of existing public buildings cur-
rently under the jurisdiction of DSA-SS.

317.1.2.1 Reference to other chapters. For public
schools, where reference within this chapter is made to
sections in Chapters 16, 17, 18, 19, 21 or 22 of the Cal-
ifornia Building Code, the provisions in Chapters 16A,
17A, 18A, 19A, 21A and 22A of the California Building
Code respectively shall apply instead.

317.1.3 Community college buildings. [DSA-SS/CC] The
provisions of Sections 317 through 323 establish minimum
standards for earthquake evaluation and design for the
rehabilitation of existing buildings for use as community
college buildings under the jurisdiction of the Division of

the State Architect-Structural Safety/Community Colleges
[DSA-SS/CC], refer to Section 1.9.2.2. 

The provisions of Section 317 through 323 also estab-
lish minimum standards for earthquake evaluation and
design for rehabilitation of existing community college
buildings currently under the jurisdiction of DSA-SS/CC.

317.1.3.1 Reference to other chapters. For community
colleges, where reference within this chapter is made to
sections in Chapters 17 or 18 of the California Building
Code, the provisions in Chapters 17A and 18A of the
California Building Code respectively shall apply
instead.

317.2 Scope. All modifications, structurally connected addi-
tions and/or repairs to existing structures or portions thereof
shall, at a minimum, be designed and constructed to resist the
effects of seismic ground motions as provided in this section.
The structural system shall be evaluated by a registered
design professional and, if not meeting or exceeding the min-
imum seismic design performance requirements of this sec-
tion, shall be retrofitted in compliance with these
requirements.

Exception: Those structures for which Section 317.3
determines that assessment is not required, or for which
Section 317.4 determines that retrofit is not needed, then
only the requirements of Section 317.11 apply.

317.3 Applicability. 

317.3.1 Existing state-owned buildings. [BSC] For exist-
ing state-owned structures including all buildings owned
by the University of California and the California State
University, the requirements of Section 317 apply when-
ever the structure is to be retrofitted, repaired or modified
and any of the following apply:

1. Total construction cost, not including cost of fur-
nishings, fixtures and equipment, or normal mainte-
nance, for the building exceeds 25 percent of the
construction cost for the replacement of the existing

TABLE 316.7(2)
EXEMPT AMOUNTS OF HAZARDOUS MATERIALS, LIQUIDS AND CHEMICALS

PRESENTING A PHYSICAL HAZARD BASIC QUANTITIES PER LABORATORY SUITE1

When two units are given, values within parentheses are in pounds (lbs.)

1. A laboratory suite is a space up to 10,000 square feet (929 m2) bounded by not less than a one-hour fire-resistive occupancy separation within which the
exempt amounts of hazardous materials may be stored, dispensed, handled or used. Up through the third floor and down through the first basement floor, the
quantity in this table shall apply. Fourth, fifth and sixth floors and the second and third basement floor level quantity shall be reduced to 75 percent of this
table. The seventh through 10th floor and below the third basement floor level quantity shall be reduced to 50 percent of this table.

2. Permitted only when stored or used in approved exhausted gas cabinets, exhausted enclosures or fume hoods. Quantities of high toxics in use in open systems
need not be reduced above the third floor or below the first basement floor level. Individual container size shall be limited to 2 pounds (0.91 kg) for solids and
1/4 gallon (0.95 L) for liquids.

MATERIAL

STORAGE USE CLOSED SYSTEMS USE OPEN SYSTEMS

Solid lb Liquid 
Gallons (lb)

Gas
cu. ft Solid lb Liquid 

Gallons (lb)
Gas

(cu. ft) Solid lb Liquid 
Gallons (lb)

1. Corrosives 5,000 500 6502 5,000 500 650 1,000 100

2a. Highly toxics2 40 10 65 5 1 65 2 1/4

2b. Toxics 500 50 6502 500 50 650 5 1/2

3. Irritants 5,000 500 650 5,000 500 650 1,000 100

4. Sensitizers 5,000 500 650 5,000 500 650 1,000 100

5. Other health hazards 5,000 500 650 5,000 500 650 1,000 100
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edition as adopted by the governing jurisdiction,
that code is permitted to be used in place of those
specified in Section 319.1.

2. [DSA-SS & DSA-SS/CC] For public schools and
community colleges constructed to the require-
ments of California Building Code, 2007 or later
edition, that code is permitted to be used in place
of those specified in Section 319.1 provided the
building complies with Seismic Design Category
D or higher.

319.1.1 Specific procedures. [BSC] For state-owned
buildings, the following specific procedures located in
Appendix A may be used, without peer review, for their
respective types of construction to comply with the seismic
performance requirements for Risk Category I, II or III
buildings:

1. Seismic Strengthening Provisions for Unreinforced
Masonry Bearing Wall Buildings (Chapter A1). 

2. Prescriptive Provisions for Seismic Strengthening of
Cripple Walls and Sill Plate Anchorage of Light
Wood-Frame, Residential Buildings (Chapter A3). 

3. Earthquake Hazard Reduction in Existing Rein-
forced Concrete and Reinforced Masonry Wall
Buildings with Flexible Diaphragms (Chapter A2). 

319.1.2 When a design project is begun under Method B
the selection of the peer reviewer is subject to the
approval of the building official. Following approval by
the peer reviewer, the seismic criteria for the project and
the planned evaluation provisions must be approved by the
building official. The approved seismic criteria and evalu-
ation provisions shall apply. Upon approval of the build-
ing official these are permitted to be modified. 

319.1.3 For state-owned and community college build-
ings, where unreinforced masonry is not bearing, it may
be used only to resist applied lateral loads. Where unrein-
forced masonry walls are part of the structure they must
be assessed for stability under the applicable nonstruc-
tural evaluation procedure. 

319.1.4 Public schools. [DSA-SS, DSA-SS/CC] For pub-
lic schools, unreinforced masonry shall not be used to
resist in-plane or out-of-plane seismic forces or superim-
posed gravity loads. 

319.1.5 Public schools. [DSA-SS, DSA-SS/CC] For pub-
lic schools of light-frame construction, horizontal dia-
phragms and vertical shear walls shall consist of either
diagonal lumber sheathing or structural panel sheathing.
Braced horizontal diaphragms may be acceptable when
approved by DSA. Straight lumber sheathing may be used
in combination with diagonal or structural panel sheath-
ing as diaphragms or shear walls. Let-in bracing, plaster
(stucco), hollow clay tile, gypsum wallboard and particle-
board sheathing shall not be assumed to resist seismic
forces. 

319.2 Existing conditions. The existing condition and prop-
erties of the entire structure must be determined and docu-
mented by thorough inspection of the structure and site,
review of all available related construction documents,

review of geotechnical and engineering geologic reports, and
performance of necessary testing and investigation. Where
samples from the existing structure are taken or in situ tests
are performed, they shall be selected and interpreted in a sta-
tistically appropriate manner to ensure that the properties
determined and used in the evaluation or design are repre-
sentative of the conditions and structural circumstances
likely to be encountered in the structure as a whole. Adjacent
structures or site features that may affect the retrofit design
shall be identified. 

The entire load path of the seismic-force-resisting system
shall be determined, documented and evaluated. The load
path includes all the horizontal and vertical elements partici-
pating in the structural response: such as diaphragms, dia-
phragm chords, diaphragm collectors, vertical elements such
as walls frames, braces; foundations and the connections
between the components and elements of the load path.
Repaired or retrofitted elements and the standards under
which the work was constructed shall be identified. 

Data collection in accordance with ASCE 41 Section 6.2
shall meet the following minimum levels:

1. [BSC] For state-owned buildings, the requirements
shall be met following the data collection requirements
of ASCE 41, Section 6.2. 

2. [DSA-SS, DSA-SS/CC] For public schools and com-
munity college buildings constructed in conformance
with the Field Act, the “Usual” level as defined in
ASCE 41, Section 6.2.2.

3. [DSA-SS, DSA-SS/CC] For public schools and com-
munity college buildings not constructed in confor-
mance with the Field Act, the “Comprehensive” level
as defined in ASCE 41, Section 6.2.3.

Concrete material requirements and testing for public
school and community college buildings shall also comply
with Sections 1911A and 1909.5 of the California Building
Code, respectively.

Qualified test data from the original construction may be
accepted, in part or in whole, by the enforcement agency to
fulfill the data collection requirements. 

Exceptions: 

1. The number of samples for data collection may be
adjusted with approval of the enforcement agency
when it has been determined that adequate informa-
tion has been obtained or additional information is
required. 

2. Welded steel moment frame connections of buildings
that may have experienced potentially damaging
ground motions shall be inspected in accordance
with Chapters 3 and 4, FEMA 352, Recommended
Post Earthquake Evaluation and Repair Criteria for
Welded Moment-Frame Construction for Seismic
Applications (July 2000). 

Where original building plans and specifications are not
available, “as-built” plans shall be prepared that depict the
existing vertical and lateral structural systems, exterior ele-
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ments, foundations and nonstructural systems in sufficient
detail to complete the design. 

Data collection shall be directed and observed by the proj-
ect structural engineer or design professional in charge of
the design. 

319.3 Site geology and soil characteristics. Soil profile shall
be assigned in accordance with the requirements of Chapter
18 of the California Building Code. 

319.4 Risk categories. For purposes of earthquake-resistant
design, each structure shall be placed in one of the risk cate-
gories in accordance with the requirements of the California
Building Code. 

319.5 Configuration requirements. Each structure shall be
designated structurally regular or irregular in accordance
with the requirements of ASCE 41, Sections 7.3.1.1.1 to
7.3.1.1.4. 

319.6 General selection of the design method. The require-
ments of Method B (Section 321) may be used for any existing
building. 

319.7 Prescriptive selection of the design method. The
requirements of Method A (Section 320) or the specific pro-
cedures for applicable building types given in Section 319.1.1
are permitted to be used except under the following condi-
tions, where the requirements of Method B (Section 321) must
be used. 

319.7.1 When the building contains prestressed or post-
tensioned structural components (beams, columns, walls
or slabs) or contains precast structural components
(beams, columns, walls or flooring systems). 

319.7.2When the building is classified as irregular in ver-
tical or horizontal plan by application of ASCE 7, Section
12.3 and/or ASCE 41, Sections 7.3.1.1.1 to 7.3.1.1.4,
unless the irregularity is demonstrated not to affect the
seismic performance of the building. 

Exception: If the retrofit design removes the configura-
tional attributes that caused the building to be classi-
fied as irregular, then Section 319.7.2 does not apply
and Method A may be used. 

319.7.3 For any building that is assigned to Risk Category
IV. 

319.7.4 For any building using undefined or hybrid struc-
tural systems. 

319.7.5 When seismic isolation or energy dissipation sys-
tems are used in the retrofit or repair, either as part of the
existing structure or as part of the modifications. 

319.7.6 When the height of the structure exceeds 240 feet
(73 152 mm). 

319.7.7 When ASCE 41 is the evaluation standard and its
application requires the use of nonlinear procedures. 

319.8 Strength requirements. All components of the lateral-
force-resisting system must have the strength to meet the
acceptance criteria prescribed in ASCE 41, Chapter 7 or as
prescribed in the applicable Appendix A chapter of this code
if a specific procedure in Section 319.1.1 is used. Any compo-
nent not having this strength shall have its capacity increased

by modifying or supplementing its strength so that it exceeds
the demand, or the demand is reduced to less than the exist-
ing strength by making other modifications to the structural
system. 

Exception: A component’s strength is permitted to be less
than that required by the specified seismic load combina-
tions if it can be demonstrated that the associated reduc-
tion in seismic performance of the component or its
removal due to the failure does not result in a structural
system that does not comply with the required perfor-
mance objectives of Section 317. If this exception is taken
for a component, then it cannot be considered part of the
primary lateral-load-resisting system. 

319.9 Nonstructural component requirements. Where the
nonstructural performance levels required by Section 317,
Table 317.5 are N-C or higher, mechanical, electrical and
plumbing components shall comply with the provisions of
ASCE 41, Chapter 13, Section 13.2. 

Exception: Modifications to the procedures and criteria
may be made subject to approval by the building official,
and concurrence of the peer reviewer if applicable. All
reports and correspondence shall also be forwarded to the
building official. 

319.10 Structural observation, testing and inspection. Struc-
tural, geotechnical and construction observation, testing and
inspection as used in this section shall mean meeting the
requirements of Chapter 17 of the California Building Code,
with a minimum allowable level of investigation correspond-
ing to seismic design category (SDC) D. At a minimum the
project site will be visited by the responsible design profes-
sional to observe existing conditions and to review the con-
struction work for general compliance with approved plans,
specifications and applicable structural regulations. Such
visits shall occur at significant construction stages and at the
completion of the structural retrofit. Structural observation
shall be provided for all structures. The plan for testing and
inspection shall be submitted to the building official for
review and approval with the application for permit.

Additional requirements: For public schools and commu-
nity colleges, construction material testing, inspection and
observation during construction shall also comply with
Section 4-333 of the California Administrative Code.

319.10.1 The registered design professional, or their des-
ignee, responsible for the structural design shall be
retained to perform structural observation and inde-
pendently report to the owner of observations and findings
as they relate to adherence to the permitted plans and
good workmanship. 

319.10.2 At the conclusion of construction, the structural
observer shall submit to the enforcement agency and the
owner a final written statement that the required site visits
have been made, that the work, to the best of the structural
observers knowledge and belief, is or is not in general
conformity to the approved plans and that the observed
structural deficiencies have been resolved and/or listing
those that, to the best of the structural observers knowl-
edge and belief, have not been satisfactorily corrected.
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CALIFORNIA EXISTING BUILDING CODE – MATRIX ADOPTION TABLE
CHAPTER 4 – PRESCRIPTIVE COMPLIANCE METHOD

(Matrix Adoption Tables are non-regulatory, intended only as an aid to the user. 
See Chapter 1 for state agency authority and building applications.)

The state agency does not adopt sections identified with the following symbol: †    

The Office of the State Fire Marshal’s adoption of this chapter or individual sections is applicable to structures regulated by other state agencies pursuant to 
Section 1.11.

Adopting Agency BSC BSC-
CG SFM

HCD DSA OSHPD
BSCC DPH AGR DWR CEC CA SL SLC

1 2 1/AC AC SS SS/CC 1 2 3 4
Adopt Entire Chapter 
Adopt Entire Chapter as 
amended (amended sections 
listed below)
Adopt only those sections that 
are listed below X X X X X X

Chapter / Section
401.1 X X X
401.1 Exception 2 X
401.1 Exception 3 X
401.1.2 X
401.4 Dangerous Conditions X
401.2 X X X
401.2.1 X X X
401.2.2 X X X
401.2.3 X X
401.3 X X
401.5 X
402.1 X X X
402.1 Exception X
402.2 X X X
402.3 X X X
402.3.1 X X X
402.4.1 X X
402.4.1 Exception X X
402.5 X X
402.6 X X
403.1 X X X
403.1 Exception 3 X
403.1.1 X
403.2 X X X
403.3 X X X X X
403.3.1 X X X X X
403.4.1 X X
403.4.1 Exception X X
403.9 X X
403.11 X X
403.11.1 X X
403.11.2 X X
403.11.3 X X
403.12 X X
404.1 X X X
404.1 Exception X
404.1.1 X
404.5 X X X
405 X
407 X X
407.1 X X
407.1.1 X X
407.2 X X
407.3 X X
407.4.1 X X
407.4.1 Exception 1 X X
407.4.1 Exception 2 X X
409.1 X X
409.1 Exception X X
410.8.2 X
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CALIFORNIA EXISTING BUILDING CODE – MATRIX ADOPTION TABLE
APPENDIX A

CHAPTER A6 – REFERENCED STANDARDS
(Matrix Adoption Tables are non-regulatory, intended only as an aid to the user. 

See Chapter 1 for state agency authority and building applications.)

The state agency does not adopt sections identified with the following symbol: †    

The Office of the State Fire Marshal’s adoption of this chapter or individual sections is applicable to structures regulated by other state agencies pursuant to 
Section 1.11.  

CHAPTER A6

REFERENCED STANDARDS

ASCE/SEI American Society of Civil Engineers
Structural Engineering Institute
1801 Alexander Bell Drive
Reston, VA 20191-4400

Standard Referenced
reference in code
number Title section number

7—10 Minimum Design Loads for Buildings and Other Structures with Supplement No. 1  . . . . . . . . . . .A104, A403.3

ASTM ASTM International
100 Barr Harbor Drive
West Conshohocken, PA 19428-2959

Standard Referenced
reference in code
number Title section number

A653/A653M—11 Standard Specification for Steel Sheet, Zinc Coated (Galvanized) or 
Zinc-Iron Alloy-Coated (Galvannealed) by Hot-Dip Process . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .A304.2.6

B695—04(2009) Standard Specification for Coating of Zinc Mechanically Deposited on 
Iron And Steel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .A304.2.6

C496—96/C496M-11 Standard Test Method for Splitting Tensile Strength of Cylindrical Concrete Specimens . . . . .A104, A106.3.3.2
E488-10 Test Method for Strength of Anchors in Concrete and Masonry Elements. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .A107.5.3
E519/E519M—2010 Standard Test Method for Diagonal Tension (Shear) in Masonry Assemblages. . . . . . . . . . . . .A104, A106.3.3.2

Adopting Agency BSC BSC-
CG SFM

HCD DSA OSHPD
BSCC DPH AGR DWR CEC CA SL SLC

1 2 1/AC AC SS SS/CC 1 2 3 4

Adopt Entire Chapter 

Adopt Entire Chapter as 
amended (amended sections 
listed below)

X

Adopt only those sections that 
are listed below X X

Chapter / Section

ASCE/SEI 7-10 X X

ASTM A653/A653M-11 X X

ASTM B695-04(2009) X X

ASTM C496-96/C496M-11 X X

ASTM E488-10 X X

ASTM E519/E519M-2010 X X

>
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ICC International Code Council
500 New Jersey Avenue, NW, 6th Floor
Washington, DC 20001

Standard Referenced
reference in code
number Title section number

BNBC—93 BOCA National Building Code®  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A502 
BNBC—96 BOCA National Building Code®  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A502 
BNBC—99 BOCA National Building Code®  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A202 
IBC—00 International Building Code® . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A202.1, A502.1
IBC—03 International Building Code® . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A202.1, A502.1
IBC—06 International Building Code® . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A202.1, A502.1
IBC—09 International Building Code® . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A202.1, A502.1
IBC—12 International Building Code® . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A202.1, A502.1
IBC—15 International Building Code® . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A102.2, A108.2, A202.1, A203, A206.3, A206.9,

A403.1, A405.1, A407.1, A502.1, A503.3, A506.4,
SBC—94 Standard Building Code® . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A502 
SBC—97 Standard Building Code® . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A502 
SBC—99 Standard Building Code® . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A202, A502 
UBC—76 Uniform Building Code®  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A502 
UBC—97 Uniform Building Code®  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A202, A502
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HISTORY NOTE APPENDIX
CALIFORNIA EXISTING BUILDING CODE

Title 24, Part 10, California Code of Regulations

HISTORY:

For prior code history, see the History Note Appendix to the
California Existing Building Code, 2013 Triennial Edition,
effective January 1, 2014.

1. (BSC 06/15, DSA-AC 02/15, DSA-SS 03/15, HCD 04/
15, SFM 05/15) - Adopt the 2015 edition of the Inter-
national Existing Building Code published by the Inter-
national Code Council, for incorporation into the 2016
California Existing Building Code, CCR Title 24, Part
10 with amendments for State regulated occupancies,
effective on January 1, 2017.

2. Errata to correct editorial errors within the preface as
well as throughout various chapters in this code.
Effective January 1, 2017.
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ICC Plan Review Services…
Delivers the Most Detailed and Precise Plan Reviews in the 
Building Industry
As the association dedicated to the development of the I-Codes, no one has a better understanding of 
all the International Codes than our licensed and ICC-Certified engineers and architects. Whether 
you’re falling behind in plan reviews or need special code expertise for highly complex projects, the I-Code 
experts at the International Code Council’s (ICC) Plan Review Services is here to help you!

NEW! Streamline the document submittal process with our cloud-based ProjectDox, powered by Avolve 
plan review submittal system for easy plan review document submittal, storage and review.

To learn more about ICC Plan Review Services, visit www.iccsafe.org/planreview or contact:   
David Hunter–Director of Business Development and Outreach, Technical Services, 888-ICC-SAFE  
(888-422-7233), ext. 5577, dhunter@iccsafe.org

People Helping People Build a Safer World®

15-11853



When facing new or unfamiliar materials, how do you know if they 
comply with building codes and standards?
ICC-ES® Evaluation Reports are the most widely accepted and trusted technical reports for code 
compliance.

ICC-ES Building Product Listings and PMG Listings show product compliance with applicable 
standard(s) referenced in the building and plumbing codes as well as other applicable codes.

When you specify or approve products or materials with an ICC-ES report, building product listing 
or PMG listing, you avoid delays on projects and improve your bottom line.

ICC-ES is a subsidiary of ICC®, the publisher of the codes used throughout the U.S. and many 
global markets, so you can be confident in their code expertise.

www.icc-es.org | 800-423-6587

Specify and Approve with

C O N F I D E N C E

Look for the ICC-ES Marks of Conformity

16-12900
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